EUROPEAN VOLUNTARY SERVICE in Spain
Verdiblanca is an organization dedicated to the integration of handicapped people which operates at a province level in Almería (spain). Founded in 1979, its volunteers, professionals and administrators have worked for the social integration and normalization of handicapped people during these three decades.
Our work seeks to increase the welfare of persons with any kind of disabilities by designing and implementing programmes and projects aimed at both keeping them away from a passive role and making society aware of the need of their participation in daily life in normalized way.

In this sense, it is a basic aim of Verdiblanca to remove any obstacle that prevent its associates from expressing their views and ideas concerning all these topics:

a) Social and labour integration of handicapped people.

b) Social sensitivity about current problems and aspirations of handicapped people.

c) Fulfillment of all legal regulations concerning handicapped people.

d) Participation of handicapped people in decision making processes at all administration levels.

e) Participation of handicapped people in plans of prevention and rehabilitation organized by official agencies.

f) Progressive removal of physical obstacles and barriers due to architecture design.

g) Information at both local and province levels about the diverse types of handicaps, their characteristics as well as ways of prevention and rehabilitation.

h) Widening the social spheres where handicapped people develop their lives.
Volunteers’work will be accomplished within our Occupational Center for mentally handicapped people. This centre is used by 45 persons who daily arrive at 7:30 am and depart at 4:30 pm. Users have their breakfast and lunch at the Centre, and engage themselves in several workshops (drawing, paper, etc) where they produce items demanded by local companies. This work is combined with different activities to develop their social abilities, including cinema, drama, adapted sports and cultural visits, the most significant of these being the summer holidays for handicapped people that we organize every year. During this special holiday period we spend a week in other locations far away from home, which implies a 24 hour care of these persons, from their awakening every morning to the night, clothing, hygienic needs, feeding and, above all, the many leisure activities we organize for their joy.
In relation to your accommodation here, we would try to find it as near to the centres as possible. In the same way, the Spanish language classes would take place in an adequate room at the Centre.

If you are interested please indicate your preference for a date and send the following documents, that are necessary to do selection:
· Curriculum Vitae
· Letter of Motivation

More info in our web site: www.verdiblanca.com
