
    
 
 
 

EVS project description “Arche Tirol” 
 
 
EVS Project:    Arche Tirol, PIC 945079537 
 
Number of volunteers:   1 
 
Duration of the Project:  1 October 2015 until 30 September 2016 
      (12 months)    
Project Topics: 
 

• Working with disabled people 
 
Hosting organisation: 
 
 Arche Tirol 
 Hnr. 73 
 St. Jodok am Brenner 
 AUSTRIA 
 
Coordinating organisation: 
 

Verein Generationen und Gesellschaft / InfoEck – Jugendinfo Tirol 
Innsbruck, AUSTRIA 

 
Project description:  
 



    
The Arche Tirol is part of an international community of people with and without 
disabilities, who live and work together based on the Arche community’s international 
Charta. This Charta says that every person has a unique importance.  
The Arche Tirol was founded in 1992 and is a Christian – ecumenical community. In 
our daily routine is place for prayers (morning and evening) and to go to church on 
Sunday. 
We have contacts to many Arche communities in Europe (mainly Germany) and in 
the whole world. The work at Arche is also based on the UN convention for people 
with disabilities. 
Arche Tirol: At the moment 10 disabled people are living in two houses, one is in 
Gries and one is in St. Jodok am Brenner (4 km distance). We take people at the age 
of 18. Four people with mental und multiple disabilities live in the Arche-house in 
Gries and six live in St. Jodok. Arche calls them “core-members”. Our main 
philosophy is not only taking care of them, but also to offer relationship and a home.  
Nearby the living house in Gries, there is our workshop, where our core-members 
work. They are producing candles, potteries, paper and bags. We offer them und sell 
these products.  
In St. Jodok we have a “basale group” also. Our core-members with multiple 
disabilities have there a special and diversified time. In this time we try to support 
them and develop their skills. 
The main tasks of the community are to share life, to eat and work together, to play 
and to sing, to do shopping, make excursions and holiday trips. We try to create a 
familiar atmosphere and to structure social life. We try to participate actively in the life 
of the local villages and stay in regular contact with the people and the public.  
Another small task is participating in the household, for example cooking, tidying up, 
doing the laundry and cleaning up.  
We try to offer our core-members an exciting and diversified life. So we have many 
weekly leisure activities. The volunteer accompanies our core-members (for example: 
dancing, swimming, hiking...). 
The volunteers live and work in Arche Tirol with a professional team (pedagogues, 
nurses, psychologist,) who have multicultural backgrounds. Arche staff has weekly 
meetings in the teams and monthly supervisions. The volunteer will join these 
meetings.  
 
 
 
Tasks of the volunteer: 
 

• Being part of “Arche”-team 
• Care of our “core-members” 
• Live and work together in our community 
• doing household and other necessary jobs 
• to organize daily life of our “core-members” (leisure time) 
• taking part in regular team meetings 
• The EVS service is 35 hours per week 

 



    
The volunteer will work five days a week, around 35 hours a week including the 
German course. The volunteer has 24 holidays during his/her project time. 
 
The role of the volunteer will be working with our core-members. The volunteer 
accompanies their daily life. He/She will help them in several situations. The main 
function is care. The volunteer will help changing clothes, eating, managing morning 
routine etc.... 
 
Our team gives the volunteer time to get to know our core-members and the other 
way round also. Slowly the volunteer will get more and more responsibility. We try to 
create a good balance to encourage the volunteer and not demanding too much. Our 
volunteer can discover his/her potential and we are open for new ideas and 
opportunities.  
 
 
 
Volunteer profile: 
 
We are looking for an open-minded volunteer who wants to collect a lot of 
experience in work with disabled people. We expect that the volunteer brings in high 
motivation for the project and is interested in the target group. Moreover the 
volunteer should have a stable personality, in order to be able to work with our core-
members. 

 
We would be happy to host a volunteer who 

• wants to get to know our organisation “Arche Tirol” and the global association 
“Arche international” 

• is interested to work with people with mental and multiple disabilities 
• is open-minded, friendly, enthusiastic, creative and communicative 
• is able to work in a team 
• is motivated to learn some German (and some Tyrolean German dialect) 
• brings her or his own culture and interests into the project 
• is ready to volunteer for 12 months starting in October 

 
 
How to apply: 
 
Please send to us two things until 24th of May:  

• your CV (can be short)  
• and the Application Form (attached).  

 
If you want you can additionally send us a specific Motivation Letter. You definitely 
need to send us the first two documents! 
 
Please address your application to Natalie Jivkova to the e-mail address 
longterm@cvs-bg.org  
 
The deadline to send your application is on the 24th of May 2015. 
 



    
After the deadline it is possible that we will contact you for further questions through 
mail, phone calls or ask you for a Skype talk! The host organisation will take the final 
decision about the volunteer till the middle of June. All candidates will be informed 
about the selection decision. 

 
Living conditions: 
 
The volunteer has his/her own room in Arche house in Gries. The Arche philosophy is 
to work and live together with people with disabilities. So the volunteer lives in the 
same house as our core-members do. In St. Jodok the rooms for our assistants and 
volunteers are on the second floor. There is a living room and a small kitchen also. In 
Gries the volunteer can use the normal kitchen and bathroom. The volunteer has to 
accept the house rules of the hosting organisation. There is another EVS volunteer in 
the project who lives in St. Jodok. 
 
Infrastructure is good (grocery store, music shop, public transport). The volunteer 
can use bus or train. The next city is Innsbruck (capital of Tyrol), which is 25 minutes 
away. We have two annual tickets for this train for our volunteers. 
 
Our two houses are situated in Gries und St. Jodok, two villages at the border of 
Italy (just 10 minutes away). The landscape is mountainous and the villages are very 
small. The volunteer has many possibilities for hiking, bicycling, climbing or skiing. 
 
The volunteer can eat in our community and takes whatever he needs. And what is 
more, he/she gets a monthly pocket-money. 
 
 
Support during the EVS: 
 
The volunteer will have regular meetings with her or his mentor to talk about the 
wellbeing, open questions or to discuss crisis if necessary. In the organisation the 
volunteer will receive orientation and support for the activities from the main 
responsible employee and from the entire team.  
 
In monthly supervision and weekly meetings of staff the volunteer has the possibility 
to talk about ideas, wishes, fears and worries. He/She can bring in her cultural and 
familiar background. He/She can reflect his/her development, learn to handle with 
other opinions and challenge and solve conflicts.  
 
The coordinating organisation InfoEck will hold a bi-monthly group meeting with all 
volunteers in Tyrol in order to share experiences, give support to one another and to 
stay connected. Also, there are regular free-time activities organised for the 
volunteers. At the end of the project we will evaluate it together with the volunteer 
and look at what he or she has learned and which competences he or she has gained 
and as a result fill in the Youthpass.  
 
 
Related links: 



    
  
 Website: www.arche-tirol.at     
 

Project description on the European EVS databank:  
http://europa.eu/youth/vp/organisation/32000432589_en     


